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This resource explains how to approach
radio stations and submit music for
airplay, helping artists increase exposure
and reach new audiences.

Did you know you can ask radio stations to play your
music? This guide shows you how to submit your music to
radio stations for consideration for airplay.

First thing'’s first: is your recording radio—-ready?

Before you start approaching stations, get prepared - you'll need:

e The most important part of ‘getting played’ is having something to play - you’ll need a high
quality, mixed and mastered recording of your music for airplay.

e A link so Music Directors, Producers or Presenters can easily stream and listen to your
track. A Spotify, Apple Music or Bandcamp link is fine if the track is already released. If
you are sending it pre-release, a private Soundcloud link is a good option.

e Alink to download a high quality wav file. You can use G Drive, WeTransfer or Dropbox for
example. Do not attach the wav file directly to your email to stations.

e To register with APRA AMCOS and PPCA, so if you get played, you get paid

Research: which stations should you pitch to and how?

Before you reach out to radio, you'll need to do some research to work out:

 What stations would you like to get played on? What shows fit your music best from that
station?

e Who are the presenters for the shows you want to get played on? What are their contact
details?

e How do the stations or shows accept submissions?

It's important to make sure that you are pitching your music to the right stations in the right
way for the best chance at airplay. Consider what stations you would like to play your music
and which programs may be best suited. Koori Radio, triple j, triple j Unearthed and
community radio offer airplay opportunities for emerging Australian artists, and some
information on submitting to each is shared below.

First Nations radio services

There are radio stations dedicated to supporting and reflecting First Nations communities
across the country, such as Koori Radio. First Nations Media Australia provides a list on their
website. Look at the station websites for information on how to contact them.

triple j & Unearthed

According to triple j, uploading your music to Unearthed is the best way to be heard, rated
and then possibly given airplay across any of its networks. You are also able to make
submissions via a form on their website (see the page for more information on what to
Include in your submission).
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https://kooriradio.com/
https://firstnationsmedia.org.au/our-industry/radio-services
https://help.abc.net.au/hc/en-us/articles/360001154256-How-do-I-upload-my-music-to-triple-j-Unearthed-
https://www.abc.net.au/triplej/contact-us
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Community radio

Community radio stations vary from station to station in terms of how they select what music
to play (some stations have Music Directors, for others each presenter decides what they’'d
like to play, and some are a combination of the two). Community radio also has a wide array
of music programming, and it is important to research specialty programs for your genre, as
well as targeting your local station.

Stations often have info on how to submit music on their websites. It is important that you
follow the guidelines that they provide for the best chance of airplay.

For example:

e Koori Radio
e FBi Radio
o 2Ser

Amrap - the Australian Music Radio Airplay Project makes it easy to share your music with
community radio program makers across the country free of charge.

The pitch: why the station should play your music

When contacting radio stations and presenters, you should share a write up outlining why it
would be attractive for a station to play your song. This should draw from your artist bio and
EPK to tell them about you as an artist and highlight your latest updates. You can use this
template email.

For example, are you:

e Pitching a new release?

e Going on a tour?

e Playing a show local to the station’s area?
« Up for an award?
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https://www.cbaa.org.au/about/our-members
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/695804275d26454aaf50c2e9660047ad
https://fbiradio.com/faq/#DIGITAL
https://2ser.com/how-to-submit-music/
https://amrap.org.au/
https://musicnsw.com/resources/writing-your-artist-bio-bio-checklist
https://www.musicnsw.com/resources/electronic-press-kit-epk-essentials
https://musicnsw.com/resources/submitting-your-track-to-radio-email-template

Looking for more resources?
FiNnd more resources like this
one at musichsw.com/resources
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